COLLECTION AND DISCHARGE OF THE ZAKAT    3z l

All the above applies also as between the owner of
sawa'im animals and the collector (safi) who calls at his
residence for their zakat; namely, the owner is believed
upon oath if he says that the year has not elapsed or that
the animals are covered by debt, or if he says that the
animals are not his or that he settled the zakat to an-
other collector; but his claim is rejected if it is to the effect
that he gave his zakat to the poor directly. Al-Shafi'i dif-
fers on the last point.1

According to the Zahir-al-riw3yah view, when the owner
claims to have settled his zakat dues to another collector,
it is not necessary for him to present a written: receipt
from the other collector, but his sworn statement is con-
sidered sufficient; provided that there was in fact another
collector during that year. However, according to a report
from Abu Hanifah through Hasan Ibn Ziyad, the tax
payer must prove his statement by presenting the respec-
tive receipt (bara'ah}. The ground for this second view
is that the custom of collectors is to give a receipt when
they collect the zakat and therefore unless the owner pre-
sents this receipt the presumption is against him and his
word is not accepted; just as the claim of the mother to
have borne a child is not accepted even if sworn to by her,
unless testified to by the midwife. The ground for the
other view, which is the one generally accepted by the doc-
tors, is that although the receipt is a written instrument,
people's writings look similar, and sometimes it happens
that the tax payer forgets to take the receipt along, or loses
it, and that therefore the decision may not be made to de-
pend on the receipt.

When the tax payer is obliged to pay the tax over again
for one reason or another, it is the second payment that
constitutes a payment of the zakdt, the first payment being

1 Mabsut, p. 161.